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His first visit to the Old World was made in the summer of 1866, the season of the short, sharp war between Prussia and Austria, an account of which he wrote in letters to " The Tribune," distinguished by the fullness and accuracy of their information, as well as by sagacious observation of the sentiments of brotherhood which were beginning to stir the heart of the German people, and portended their eventual unity. His wife's relations in Stuttgart put him in the way of intelligence on this subject; it was the talk of the dinner-table, and the papers in the excellent reading-room, were full of it. The following letters to his sister tell the story of his travels and the condition of his mind in words of his own. His journal records the effect which the first view of the Alps made on his mind: " It was singularly impressive and suggested profound reflection. But to me it was no place for the study of natural theology, to which use it is often applied; the question of absolute causation found no answer here; I was struck with the whole as a wonderful display of the physical forces of the universe. Obvious law and order, however, were wanting. The spectacle reminded me of nature in some grim frolic or terrible convulsion, rather than of the serene and fruitful harmonies which stamp the eternal Cosmos."